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SUB J : GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT’S HEALTH AND RUMORED VISIT TO US 

1 . IN TELEVISED PRESS CONFERENCE AUGUST 30 DEVOTED MAINLY 
TO PROGRESS OF RECONSTRUCTION, PRESIDENT ALUGERUD WAS 
ASKED ABOUT RUMORS THAT ILL HEALTH WOULD FORCE HIM TO GO 
TO US FOR TREATMENT. 

2. PRESIDENT SAID WITH BROAD SMILE THAT GUATEMALA IS A 
COUNTRY OF RUMORS - SOME SPREAD OUT OF IGNORANCE AND SOME 
WITH BASE MOTIVES. HE HAD HEARD ALL KINDS OF STORIES 
ABOUT HIS HEALTH, RANGING FROM BRAIN TUMOR TO AMPUTATED 
LEG. MRS. LAUGERUD UNFORTUNATELY SUFFERS FROM SEVERE 
MIGRAINE HEADACHES AND THIS MAY HAVE LED TO CONFUSED 
STORY THAT HE HAD TUMOR. IN FACT, HE SAID, HIS ONLY 
HEALTH PROBLEM WAS A SWELLING OF MUCOUS MEMBRANE OF THE 
SINUSES WHICH AT TIMES CAUSED HIM SOME DIFFICULTY IN 
BREATHING. THIS WAS UNDER TREATMENT. AS FOR TRAVEL, 

PRESIDENT SAID THAT WITH ALL THE WORK STILL TO BE 

DONE IN RECONSTRUCTION, ONLY SEVEN MONTHS AFTER THE 
EARTHQUAKE, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, CON QUE CARA ME IRIA A PASEAR 
POR CUALQUIER PAIS - HOW COULD I POSSIBLY TAKE A 
VACATIONIN ANY COUNTRY? 

ANDREWS 
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